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SPANISH PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

An autonomous agency of the Ministry of Industry, Energy and Tourism:

• Promotes and supports technological and economic development, providing legal 

protection to the different types of industrial property rights by awarding: Patents 

and Utility Models (inventions), Industrial designs, Trademarks and trade names 

(distinctive signs)

• Disseminates information on the various ways in which Industrial Property

can be protected and its importance



Small and Medium 

Enterprises in Spain

Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs) and 

Entrepreneurs are the 

driving force behind our 

economy and the main 

contributor to employment 

Entherprises (%) Employees (%) Employees No. per SME

Spain 99,9 73 3,3

EU-27 99,8 66,8 4

Source: European Commission Estimate: eurostat and DW Econ

SMEs in Spain vs SMEs in EU27

contributor to employment 

creation

Micro 

without 

employee

Micro

(1 -9)

Small

(10-49)

Medium

(50-249)

SME

(0-249)

Big

(more than 

250)

Total

1.751.964 1.297.861 110.086 18.497 3.178.408 3.913 3.182.321

Spain 55,1% 40,8% 3,5% 0,6% 99,9% 0,1% 100%

EU-27 6,1% 1,0% 99,8% 0,2% 100%

Source: INE, DIRCE 2015 and European Commission, 2015 Small Business Act for Europe Estimate: 2014 Estimates

SMEs in Spain vs SMEs in EU27 - according to enterprise type

92,7%



IP Strategy for SMEs and 

entrepreneurs

Target

Intelectual Property as tool and key factor in making SMEs daily business

decisions.

Increase awareness and Remove administrative or Increase awareness and 

knowledge of Intelectual 

Property

Remove administrative or 

financial barriers



Institutional Support

for innovation

Patent Box

• Legal figure to boost economic growth of companies through 

intangible assets as patents, designs, plans, secret formulas or 

processes.

• Allows the reduction in the tax base (tax exemption 

immediately) from the transfer of the right of use or 

exploitation of such intangible assets (not trademark, literary, 

artistic or scientific)

Innovating

company

Seal

• Tool to qualify SMEs as innovative. 

• The criteria to obtain it are qualified employability, funding 

sources, innovation results recognition to have a patent in 

operation , …

Public

Funding

Several government agencies offer corporate finance. 

The SPTO provides information about them and referred to these 

centers:
• Centre for the Development of Industrial Technology (CDTI)

• National Innovation Company (ENISA)

• Official Credit Institute (ICO)

• Directorate General of Industry and Small and Medium Enterprises (DGIPYME)



SMEs IP Support Service

Tasks

1. SMEs AND 

ENTREPRENEURS 

SUPPORT SERVICE AT 

SPTO

2. TRADE FAIRS AND 

EXHIBITIONS

SMEs

3. INFORMATIONAL 

BOOKLETS

4. TOOLS and other

SERVICES

SMEs
Support
Service



1. SMEs Support Service at SPTO 

• Provides second level

information to SMEs

• IP registration procedures

• Assistance in the electronic 

application (Brand and Industrial application (Brand and Industrial 

Design "express“ procedure)

• Internationalization strategies

• Grants and subsidies from SPTO 

and other entities (patent Box)



How do we attend to SMEs and enterpreuners?

e- mail

860

66%

Phone

380

27%

1. SMEs Support Service at SPTO 

Type of IP, SMEs are interested in

Patents Utility Models

Trademarks Designs

Attention

Type
in Person

168

7%

Number of resolved consultations. 2014-2015



CEVIPYME is the SME SUPPORT CENTER on Industrial and Intellectual

Property and innovation Management.

It is a joint initiative among DGPYME (Spanish Directorate General of

1. SMEs Support Service

It is a joint initiative among DGPYME (Spanish Directorate General of

SMEs), OEPM (Spanish Patent and Trademark Office) and Spanish

Chamber of Commerce

All services provided by CEVIPYME are FREE

The Center has a website, www.cevipyme.es, general and sectoral

management information industrial property rights and free training

and consultancy services for which it has specialized personnel



1. SMEs Support Service



CEVIPYME: Material Divulgativo



CIBEPYME

Support platform for SMEs, open to all 

Latin American country

• Provide services and free advice on 

intellectual property

• Promote the management of intellectual 

property assets by SMEs and promote 

1. SMEs Support Service

property assets by SMEs and promote 

better use of registration systems. 

• These offices are given each other the exchange of experiences and 

best practices, ensuring better use of available resources.

• IBEPI is an international program under the scope of Ibero-American 

cooperation, which aims to promote the strategic use of industrial 

property as a tool for development and integration of Latin American 

societies. 



TRANSFIERE

SPTO attends most important 

fairs for SMEs:

• Transfiere (Málaga)

• Salón MiEmpresa (Madrid)

• IMEX (Madrid)

• BIZ (Barcelona)

2. Trade Fairs and Exhibitions

TRANSFIERE

Salón MiEmpresa 

• BIZ (Barcelona)

• Foro Ser Emprendedor 

(Málaga)

During 2015:

21 Sectorial Fairs for SMEs

1.214 cases handled



“Entrepreneur Day”

2. Trade Fairs and Exhibitions



Brochures specially 

designed for SMEs and 

entrepreneurs

3. Informational Booklets



3. Informational Booklets



Industrial Property and its influence on business 

success

Through 19 examples of 

success, the publication 

aims to educate businesses 

and entrepreneurs of the 

3. Informational Booklets

and entrepreneurs of the 

importance of 

incorporating a strategy of 

Industrial Property in your 

business as a key value 

generator.



4. Tools

E-Office Application SME Banner

Free Searching Tools

Broachures



4. Tools



“Quick” procedure to register Trademarks and Industrial Designs

Electronic 

Application

4. Tools

Streamlined process!. It is only neccesary to provide images in Streamlined process!. It is only neccesary to provide images in 

electronic format and a credit card to facilitate payment



4. Tools



Industrial Property Regional Information Centres

4. Tools



Possibility to request a Trademark electronically using the

Company Creation platform (CIRCE) (2000 Points of Attention

to the Entrepreneur in city councils, chambers of commerce,

consultancy and other public and private entities that have

signed an agreement with the Ministry of Industry, Energy and

PAES (Enterpreneur Attention Point)

4. Tools

signed an agreement with the Ministry of Industry, Energy and

Tourism (MINETUR). Or through electronic PAE with digital

certificate.

The entrepreneur who wants to create a company and

simultaneously apply for a national trademark or trade name

may do both in a single procedure and benefits 15% discount

on rates trademark application for being an electronic

processing.



Spanish Technology Platforms Collaboration

• Spanish Technology Platforms (inside ETP Network) are identified

as the instrument that guarantees the Science-Technology-

Enterprise system. 

• Include all stakeholders in R&D&i public-private partnerships, led 

by industry, to define research objectives and technological

4. Tools

by industry, to define research objectives and technological

development in the medium and long term.

Active collaboration since 2012

Patent Examiners
assigned to  Platforms

86 events and 
training sessions

Technology
Watch Bulletins

Technological
Alerts



Spanish Technology Platforms Collaboration

4. Tools

General 

Information
Retrospective

searches

Technological

Information

Service
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Technology Watch
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Technology Alerts
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Custom

Technology
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Technology Watch Bulletins

4. Tools



Technology Watch Bulletins 

4. Tools

Boletines de Vigilancia 

Tecnológica



Technology Watch Bulletins 

4. Tools

28



Technology Watch Bulletins 

4. Tools



Free

In 

INTERNET

Technological Alerts

recover most recent

patents published in the

worlwide in relation to a 

specific technical topic

Technological Alerts

4. Tools

Technological

Information

Service

Daily Update

worldwide coverage: 

Open Sources

Searching Strategy done by 

Patent Examiners

specific technical topic



Alertas Tecnológicas
Technological Alerts

4. Tools



Actualización diaria

hipervínculo a ESPACENET

listado en PDF

traducción 

automática

dibujo mas representativo (de 

haberlo)



Technological Alerts – Example in a Platform

4. Tools



4. Tools

Twitter: more than 4.000 followers @OEPM_es

Facebook: almost 2.000 “likes”

Blog: more than 3,5 millions of visits

InfoPI: 2.600 suscriptors



Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (OEPM)

THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION

www.oepm.es

javier.sanchez@oepm.es
@OEPM

_es
OEPM

OEPM


