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Universities and public research institutes play a key role in enabling the application 
of scientific breakthroughs and innovations in the marketplace. Many countries – 
developed and developing alike – have implemented strategies to support the 
application or commercialization of knowledge produced by public research 
organizations. Universities and public research institutes have introduced practices 
to support these activities, for instance by including knowledge transfer to promote 
innovation as a core part of their mission. How can policymakers improve the 
efficiency of knowledge transfer practices to help maximize innovation-driven 
growth and seek practical solutions to critical societal challenges?

This book aims to develop a conceptual framework to evaluate knowledge transfer 
practices and outcomes, improve knowledge transfer metrics, surveys and evaluation 
frameworks, generate findings on what does and does not work, and propose related 
policy lessons.

“Enabling access to cutting-edge research is vital to tackling the challenges countries face. It is 
thus ever more important to identify which knowledge transfer practices work and which do 
not. This research is critical in this regard.” Pippa Hall, Director of Innovation, Intellectual 
Property Office, United Kingdom

“This book represents a major step towards reaching a systematic approach to the measurement 
of knowledge transfer practices and outcomes.” Hu Zhijian, President, Chinese Academy of 
Science and Technology for Development

“Unlike most existing work in this area, this book emphasizes that firms benefit from academic 
research not only through formal but also more informal channels and from open science, and 
the tensions and complementarities between these two.” Bhaven Sampat, Associate 
Professor, Columbia University

“Going forward, knowledge transfer will play a pivotal role in driving future growth in Africa. 
We welcome this book and encourage the African measurement community to invest in related 
metrics.” Philippe Kuhutama Mawoko, former Executive Secretary, African Observatory 
for Science, Technology and Innovation, African Union Commission
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